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Transportation Economic Development and Ridership Act builds for the future of the 
Commonwealth by spurring job creation and economic development through maintaining and repairing 
roads and bridges; growing public transportation ridership across all transit modes each year; and creating 
improved regional fairness and equity in the way that we fund transportation across the Commonwealth. 

The legislation has three main parts: 
  

1) Ridership should be at the center of MassDOT’s transportation goals.  The legislation 
includes a mandate for MassDOT to increase ridership by 2% every year for all modes of 
transportation across the entire Commonwealth.    

2) It is time to start funding statewide transportation.  The legislation requires that we look at 
our current transportation funding formulas to ensure equal recognition for transportation 
needs across every corner of the state, from the Berkshires to Cape Cod. 

3) The legislation creates “fix-it-first” priorities so that we use our transportation money more 
efficiently.  Massachusetts needs to invest in maintaining its current infrastructure before 
committing to wasteful expansion projects.    

  
In order to address all of the Commonwealth’s transportation needs, we need to make an investment.  
The legislation includes innovative ideas for new funding:  
 

1) The creation of a Universal Pass Program would require that Universities help support 
public transportation infrastructure by purchasing transit passes for their students.   

2) A robust Vehicle Miles Traveled pilot program studies a “pay as you drive” model.   
 



 
 
 
 
Background: 
A better transportation system will increase transportation choice and public transportation 
ridership; improve the health of Massachusetts residents; reduce energy consumption, congestion, 
dependence on oil, and greenhouse gas emissions and other air pollution; and promote fairness 
and equity across the state. 
 
On average, Massachusetts residents waste the equivalent of an entire work week a year just sitting 
in traffic, representing the third longest commute in the country.  Pollution from automobiles has 
led to some of the highest numbers of childhood asthma rates in the nation.  With gas prices on 
the rise, and transportation the second-highest household expense, we simply cannot afford to 
maintain the status quo.  We also have 475 structurally deficient bridges spanning forests and 
waterways across the Commonwealth and numerous poorly-maintained roads. 
 
While there have been transportation improvements over the past several years, most notably in 
the Transportation Reform Act of 2009, we face significant challenges.  In its 2007 report, the 
Transportation Finance Commission projected that Massachusetts will have a $15-$19 billion gap 
in transportation resources over the next twenty years.  Many communities across the 
Commonwealth lack viable or any public transportation, bicycle, or pedestrian options, and our 
roads and bridges are in a state of disrepair.  And in places that have public transportation, the 
systems suffer from safety and maintenance concerns, inconvenient schedules, and poor service 
quality.   
 
We need an accessible, efficient, dependable and safe transportation system to promote vibrant 
communities across the entire Bay State. 
 
 
 


